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DARWIN,Thursday:An Alice Springs
aboriginalwho had never previouslyheard
of a flyingsaucerhas toldhis

employer

he
recently

was almostskittledby a strange

object.

He said it happened

whilehe was riding
horseback.

A writtenmessagefrom
Mr. ArthurPope,ownerof
Todd River Downs Station,

100 miles south of the
Alice,reacheda friend
here today.

Mr. Popesaidthaton St.
Patrick'sDay an aborigine

namedSonnywas ridinga
horseover a low ridge
when he saw a strangeob-
ject35 to 40 ft. long.

He described it as being
like a roundball with a
tailand verylow in the
sky.
"'It was comingfrom the

oppositedirectionas I rode
alongthe ridgeand it al-
most skittled me," said
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Sonny.
Causeda wind

SonnytoldMr. Popethe
thingliftedsharplyas it
passedhim, causinga
heavy wind.
Sonnysaid he was terri-

fied and immnediatelygal-
loped to wards Santa
TheresaMission, 50 miles
southof the Alice.

When he told his friends

at the missionthey con-
firmedthey had also seen

a strange objectat a great
distance.

Sonnysaid it made a
rumblingnoiselikeaheavilyloadedtruck.
Aborigines had heard a

similarnoisea fortnight

earlier and had waitedfor

a
truckbuthadnotseen

one.

Sonny said there were
four columnsof smoke
comingfrom each side of
the objectand thatit had
a tail which appearedto
be closedwhenit was low
to the groundbut which
openedinto two fins when
it ascended.

Mr. Popesaidthe abori-

gines must have seen
somethingthey had never
seen before.
Most of them were civil-
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ised aborigineswho under-
stand planes, including
jets.


